
Packington Men's Group (PMG)
Early in December, with our ladies, we visited the 
Hill St Baptist Church, Swadlincote for their 105th 
annual performance of "The Messiah". 72 massed 
choir members with a ten-piece orchestra and four 
excellent soloists, 
ably conducted by 
Musical Director 
Julian Baker of 
Packington, gave 

us a memorably fine performance.

Our traditional evening pre-
Christmas Party was then held at the special new venue of the 
Measham Vicarage. Nineteen of us were welcomed by Rev Elphick to 
her home. With six new members joining during the year, we all 
reintroduced ourselves while opening our crackers, 
and now we all know what you get when you cross a 
refrigerator with a stereo... ** This year, we were very 
grateful for a secret weapon in the elegant form of 
Marion Mugglestone, wife of a founder member, who ran a restaurant 
buffet for us, working for the whole 3 hours of the evening. Many 
thanks too, to Chris Miles for his sparkling portable keyboard music 
to enliven our carol-singing, including a normally-revered hymn to 
the irreverent tune of "Ilkley Moor B'aht 'At", forcefully led by Rev 
Elphick who helped with the high notes!

On Thursday 8 January 2009 at 7:30pm in the rear room of 
Packington Church, Guest speaker Mr Denis Baker will describe the 

"Landscape Evidence of Coal Mining in 
Coleorton & Swannington" with special 
reference to the Swannington Incline, the first 
railway in the midlands, built  in 1832. Expect 
a fascinating talk on this 

engineering marvel, a pivotal piece of live local history. 
Oh - New Year, subs due please!
David Fill-Chairman-560228 - david@filld.freeserve.co.uk; or 
Robert Dilworth- Sec - 411673 - rd.i@virgin.net 
** if you weren't there, the answer was "Cool Music" ! 
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